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1. Name o|l

other nam€s/si!9-Qtl!!b9!- NgHBS #Hd08:17r oHBIN #| |-29-05

Unlted States Department of the lnterlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

hbto.ic nsme Table fuck Ooera l-buse

2. Locatlon
stre€t & number

town
Houston St.

Tab I e Rock
MFtot lor blication

state Nebras ka code NE Pawnee r33 code 68447

3. Classlflcatlon
Ornership ol ProPertY
I-l private
fJpublic-local
f] public-State
D public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing:
O p e r a  F b u s e  B u i  l d i n q s  i n  N e b r a s k a  1 8 6 7 -  1 9 1 7

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

Category of Property

I uuitoinglsl
Ioisrria
Isite
l--l$ructure
D object

I buildings
sites
struclures
objects
TotalI

I

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certllicatlon

In my opinion, the property Umeets flO*. not meet the National Register criteria. fls"" continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other otficial Date

State or Federaf agency and bureau

As lho designaled aulhority undor the Nalional H'rstodc Prssa ation Act of t966, 83 amand€d, I hereby certity that thig
Lf nominalion lJ request lor determination d eligibility m€ets lh€ documentalbn slandards for regbtedng prop€rlles ln lhe
Nalional Rogbler of Hisloric Places and meets lhe procedural and prolessiond roqulrem€nB sal brth ln 36 CFR Pad 60.
In fl-opinion, $e 9g$erty IXJ meets I I does not meot the National Register criteria. | | soc conrinuqtiqn 3herr"

ol certitying olfrcial
rector, Nebraska State illstorical Society

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Natlonal Park Servlce Certiticatlon
l, hereby, certify that this property is:

[-l enteted in the National Register.
fl S". continuation sheet.

[--ldetermined etigible for the Nationat
Begister. E S". continuation sheet.

[-ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

l--l rerored from the National Register.
l-.lothei, (explain:)

Signature ol the Keeper Dat€ of Action



6. Functlon or Urc
Historic Functions (enter calegories from instruclions) Current Functlons (enter categories from Instructions)

Recreat ion  & Cu l tu re :  Theg j rg i
m u s i c  f a c i  I  i t y

Rec rea t l on  &  Cu l tu re :  Museum
Comerce/Trade : Spec { al ty shoF
Hea l th  ca re :  l bd tca l  hus {ness /n f f {na

Architec{urel Classilication
(enter categories from instruclions)

OTHER : Two- pa rt connre rc i a I b I oc k

,*; Un know n
othor Concrete ledqes above and

below wi  ndows

Ooscdbc pr6seni snd hisloric physical appeatanc..

The Table Rock Opera House is located on the rest side of the Table Rock town
square, on Houston Street. Constructed in 1E93 by G. R. "Rice" Mart in, a local
merchant, this Tvo-Part Conmercia'l Block structure measures about 45 feet wide by
70 feet long. The flat roof has been protected by layers of tar. The facade is
quite plain for a Nebraska opera house bui l t  in the nineteenth century, having
only stone window ledges, simple stone decorations above the windovs, and a
section of bricks raised above the roof level on the front facade, reminiscent of
the l ine of a false front. Access to the second-f loor auditorium is through
double doors betrreen two retail establishments on the ground floor and through
another set of double doors into the opera house i tself .  No t icket uindou
remains. Retai l  space also existed on the second f loor under the balcony on each
side of the theatr€'s entrance.

The auditorium is 44 feet wide between side yal ls and 38 feet, six inches
deep from the proscenium opening to the back ral l  of the auditorium. The sharply
raked balcony extends 14 feet behind th€ auditorium's back wall .  I t  ls reached by
narrow stairs along both auditorium wa'l ls. Four Hindorrs in the east yal l  provide
natural l ighting into the balcony, as does a skyl ight above the center of the
auditorium. The wooden f loor is ln good condit ion.

The wooden proscenium arch measures 20 feet rride by about '14 feet high.
There are ample twelve-foot wings on each side of the stage. The proscenium yal l
angles away fron the proscenium opening (see f loor plan continuation sheet 7.1).
Thls tr iangle-shaped space has bui l t- in storage for uooden folding chalrs on the
stage side of the stage r ight ving. No dressing roons exlst backstage, although
there is ample space. Access to the backstage area is through doors on the
proscenium salI near the outside ral ls of the auditorium. A three-foot apron
curves away from the proscenium opening. The stage is 15 feet deep from the
curtain l ine to the back wall .  Wainscoting decorates the front of the stage beloy
the level of the stage f 'loor. one trap door is located center stage. One of the
most unusual features of this opera house is the presence' of tHo complete sets of
original stage scenery, set up and operational in the on-stage grooves.

The structural and historical integri ty of the bui lding and theatre has been
preserveo.

loundalion Unknown-

wa's Br ick

Materials (enter categories lrom instructions)

El S"" continuation shoet
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The three-story brlck rectangular bulldlng has a flat roof wl-th a

"false-front 'r  stepped parapet wall .  Fenestrat ion conslsts of double-hung
wlndow units wlth one over one pane arrangement. Wlndow hoods and sllls
are of stone. The double store features an origlnal cast iron storefronL
wlEh double-door entry on the maln (east) facade, south side. The north
storefront has beeu modernized with plate glass windows, nerr brlck and
slngle door entry. The center double door entry u-ith large transom, leads
to the second level opera house. Except for these storefront alterat ions,
the building rematns 1n good condltlon.

The building, nord owned by the Table Rock Historical Society, origlnal.ly
housed retall businesses, including a drug store, on the first level and
professional off lce space, lncludlng a dentists offLce, at the front of the
second level. The flrst floor presently houses a drug store and appliance
shop, and the opera house space is used as the 01d Opera House lluseum.



E. Statement of Slgnlllcance
Certitylng otticld has considered the slgnificance ol thls property In telation to other properties:

[-'l nationally F statewlde E bcarry

ApplicabteNational RegisterCriteria Gl Ee [C

Criteria Considerations (Exceptipns) Dl fJe DC

Areas of Significance (enter categories lrom instructions)
Per fo rm inq  Ar ts

.

Sisnific62hPerson

[]o

Do De Dr Eo

Period of Significance
t893- t9 t7

Significant Dates
I  gg1

Cultural Atfiliation
N/A

ArchitecUBuilder
Unknown

Statc aignifrca"ce ot propetty, snol;iit critetia, ctiteris 
"ot 

sid"'ailong, and areas and Periods of signiticence noled abor'a'

The Table Rock opera House ls signif icant for i ts associat ion yith and in
reference to the historic context "Aesthetic Systems: Itlnerant and Local
Performing Arts in Nebraska" and the property type of -opera House Buildings . in
Nebraska, 1867 to . |91?." Under Criterion A, this opera house is signif icant in the
areas of the performing arts; ente rta inment/rec reat i  on; and socjal history, on a
state level,  as a wel l  preserved example of an opera house bui lding in Nebraska.
The bui ldlng retains a high degree of historical integri ty, possessing the physical
and assoclat lv€ characteri .st i  cs to make i t  an ei igible member of i ts property type,

This opera house is signif icant in the area of perfonning arts for bringing a
variety of entertainment to the comnunity of Tabie Rock. As a faci l i ty for the
performing arts, i t  offered productions such as musical concerts, comic opera,
minstrel shows, touring stock companies, magicians, and home talent productjons.
(See fol lowing table of Representative Entertainments 1893-1917.)

This opera house is signif icant in the area of entertai nment/rec reat i  on, since
it provided a place rrhere the whole community could gather to attend dances,
Iectures, and moving pictures. (See fol loning table of Representative
Entertainments 1893- 1917, )

This opera house is signif icant in the area of socia' l  history, because i t  gave
Table Rock a neutral ,  nonaff i l iated location for lodge celebrations, pol i t ical
speeches, fundraisers, suffrage neetings, and school recitals. (See fol lowing
table of Representative Entertainments 1893-1917.) In the days before radlo,
television, and sound movies, act ivi t ies at the opera house were anticipated for
days or veeks ahead'of t lme. I t  provided a place for people to get together to
have a good t ime and forget their troubles over crops, Heather, taxes, the
ra i l roads ,  and the  genera l  l y  hard  l i fe  o f  se t t l ing  the  c rea t  P la ins .

EJSee oontinuation sheet
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The period of slgnif icance is derived from the original constructlon date of
the bui lding, 1893. I t  continues through 1917, the year considered to signal the
end of the opera house era in t{ebraska, based on decl ining numbers of touring
conpanies national ly and r ising numbers of movie houses and automobi les. The loca' l
opening of the Pastine Theatre, circa 1916, took considerable business away from
the Table Rock opera House. Limited choices in the Table Rock Opera House doomed
it to a dwindl ing nurber of sporadlc events.
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Table Rock Opera House, Table Rock
Representat'i ve Ente rta i nments , 1893- 1 91 7

DATE EVENT AND PERFOR}..IERS

Soctal Htstory

Ju l  1893  I . 0 .0 .  F .  ce l eb ra t i on
Sep 1893 Knights of  Pythias celebrat ion
Oct  1E96 Republ ican Club meet ing
Oct 1898 Pol l t ical  speech by E. J.  Burkett
Nov 1898 Cemetery Assoclat ion dlnner and supper on elect ion day

t{SA Banquet
Hon G. l '1. Lambertson pol it ical speech

Dec 1898 l, lusical entertainment by l, l tss Enuna Clema and music class
Oct 1899 Speeches by Chaplain l , la i  l ley & Hon. C. F. .Reavis

t{SA Suffrage Convention
Nov 1899 |{SA entertainment

l . lusica] entertainment by Miss Clema
Dec 1 899 Woodmen Banquet
Nov 1900 School entertalnment
Nov 1901 Cemetery Associat ion chicken pie dinner and oysters,  elect lon day

Republ lcan po l i t i ca l  speech by Hon.  H.  M.  bushnel l
Nov 1902 Revival  meet ings, conducted by Evangel ist  Andrew McMurtry of

Oak land,  Ca ' l  i fo rn ia
Nov 1904 Pol i t i ca l  speech by Hon.  E.  J .  Burket t
Nov 1906 Musica l  rec l ta l  by  Miss  Nel l ie  Cot ton and music  c lass
Dec 1909 School entertalnment
Dec 191 1 Schoo'l entertai nments

Entertai nment/Recreat i on

Ju l  1893 Four th  o f  Ju ly  ba l  I
Oct  1896 Tay lor  & Harr ison,  'The Boy Tramp Orator '
Nov  1896  Lec tu re  by  Dr .  H .  D .  F l she r  o f  Topeka  on 'Quan t re l l ' s  Ra id '

Lec tu re  by  B ishop  Bowman on 'T rave ls  i n  I nd ia '
Dec 1 896 Band ente rta' i nment
Nov 1897 'A  Mother 's  Boy '  lec ture  by  Ewing Herber t
Nov 1898 Bohemian dance
Dec 1898 Lecture by Rev. A. B. l {h i tmer on 'Things That l , lake Me Ti  red'
Nov 1900 Entertai nment by Hrs. J. O. Jeff rey of lfymore
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Table Rock Opera House, Table Rock
Representa t lve  Enter ta inments ,  1893-1917

DATE EVENT AND PERFORI,IERS

Entertai nment/Recreation, cont' d .

Nov 1901 Lecture by Prof  .  J .  l { .  Bowlus on 'Electr ic i ty '
I l lustrated songs and plctures
Grand bal l ,  music by Table Rock Orchestra
l'landol i n Cl ub entertai nment

Nov 1903 Thanksgi v' ing dance
Dec 1903 Lecture by Capt. Albert i  on 'Russia and Siberia'
Dec 1904 Lecture series by G. B. Swartz
Jan 1906 Lecture by Dr. l. larshall Lowe
l.lar 1906 l,lrs. Bess Gearhart- l{ouston , I ecture
Nov 1906 Monologue, 'The Lion and the l,louse' by Edvard El'l iot
Nov 1909 Edith Bart lett ,  reader, monologlst,  and lmpersonator
Nov 1911 l i loving plctures, Saturdays
Feb 1912 N. l { .  Gaines,  humor ist
Nov 1912 Harold l,lorton Kramer, lecture
Nov 1913 Moving p ictures
Nov 1914 Robert 0. Bowman character portraits
Oct 1915 Picture show
Oct 1916 Dance, music by Llncoln Dance Orchestra
Nov 1916 Lecture by Dr. Bl xby, Harry Hunti  ngton, and l , l r .  Hardy
Nov 1917 Lecture by l , l iss Sumayeh Att iyeh, 'Turkish Life and Gustoms'
Dec 1917 Lecture by John R. Boardman, 'Psychology of Leadership'

Perfornl ng Arts

Ju1 1893 Concert by Miss Irene Slayton of Elk Creek
Nov 1895 Pinafore by home talent
Nov 1896 Band entertainment and concert
Dec 1896 Andrews 0pera Co. i n The l'li kado

Pond-Berl in theatr ical co.
Oct 1898 Lewis Carnival of l fonders
Dec 1898 Lew Ha l l ' s  Georg ia  t l ins t re ls
Nov 1 900 l,led i c i ne Conce rt Co.

Pawnee Concert co.
Dec 1902 Because I Love You by home talent

The Steelsmiths in A l]an of l'lystery
Bohemian home ta'lent play
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Table Rock Opera House, Table Rock
Representat lve Enter ta lnments,  1893-1917

DATE EVENT AND PERFORI,IERS

Performi ng Arts, cont 'd.

Nov 1904 llas She to Blane?
The Hartford Entertainers

Nov 1 905 Bohemi an l,lal e Quartette
l{ i  nchel I  Jubi lee Si ngers

Dec 1905 Magtcian Joseffy
Alabama Jubi lee Singers

Feb 1906 Blss lng Concert  Co.
Nov tgOB Jubi lee Slngers

Dubinsky Brothers, Ptckings fron Puck
Nov 1909 Kidnapped for a lli I I ion

Davis Concert Co.
The Bel le of Japan
Old Dan Tucker

Dec 1909 The Tonn Sport
El i and Jane
Ole Peterson

Nov 1910 Brown's l , l inst re ls
Nov 1910 Metropol itan Stock Co. with l,l l ss Dorothy Reeves
Oct 1911 Giddings Fami ly  Concert  Co.
Nov 1911 Alva Green,  humor ist
Dec 1911 Totten Co., l , lagician, 'An Evenlng of l ' laglc'

King of Tranps .
Hi  l  lman's Stock Co.
A Chinese Puzzle

Jan 191 2 The l , lorr i  son Entertai ners
Nov 1912 The Girl and the Gavk

Rebecca's Triunph, Humboldt home ta'lent
Jan 1913 New York l , lale Quartette
l , la r  1913 l te l le r  Tr io

Car te r ' s  Jub i lee  S ingers
Nov 1913 Herald Square Enter ta iners
Nov 1914 Under the Laurels
Nov 1915 Edna Earl Crum Concert Co.

Mutual Stock Co.
Sep 1916 The Gir l  f ron the U.S.A.
Nov 1 91 7 Hl 1 lman Stock Co.



Besom. A. Paelnee County, Nebraska: As It  , tas, Is, and Is To Be, vith a Nev
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I rons ,  197 6 .

Fe l le rs ,  E l len  L .  "Tdb le  Rock ,  l , lebraska 185E to  1958. "  Unpub l ished ts . ,  Ne l raska
Sta te  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty  L ib rary ,  1958.

F ike ,  Duane.  "The Tab le  Rock  Opera  House,  a  Smal l -Town Communi ty  Center . "
Unbound ts .  Pro f .  T ice  L ,  Mi l le r  f i l es ,  U  o f  Nebraska,  L inco ln ,  1993,

Souvenir Book of Pavtnee County. Photostat. N,p.: | l .E. Hassler, 1897.
Steh l i k ,  Net t ie .  Le t te r  to  the  au thor ,  fab le  Rock :  1986.
Steh l i k .  Persona l  in te rv iev .  Tab le  Rock :  29  Nov.  1986.
Tab le  Rock  opera  House.  Tab le  Rock  s i te  v is i t .  29  Nov,  1986.

Previous documentation on tile (NPS):

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 64
has been requested

I previously listed in the National Register
[-l previously determined eligible by the National Register

f]Oesignated a National Historic Landmark
l--l recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey #
I recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

n See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
[] State historic preservation otfice
fJOner State ag€ncy
n reoeral agency
E Uocat government
[-.l University
Elotttet
Specity repository:

D .  Layne  Eh le rs  ( see  be low l

10. GeographlcalData
Acreage of property Less than

UTM References
A I f

Zone Easting

C l  ,  I

l 4 t 415 t t l 4 t 2 t5 l
Northing
l ' l ' l " l

Bu l l , l "  l
Zone Easting

Dl  '  |  |  l ,  |  '  '  I

fJ See continuation sheet

l ' l ' l ' ,1
Northing

l ' l , l , , l

Verbal Boundary Description
Comnenc i ng 45t -6n No rth o f
north 22 f t  . ,  thence west
p l  ace  o f  beg i  nn  i  ng ,  i  n  t he

the southeast
75  f t . ,  t hence
0 r i g i na l  Town

corne r  o f  Lo t  8 ,  B lock  29 ,  t hence  runn ing
soufh 22 f t .  ,  thence east 75 f t .  to the
of  Tab le  Rock,  Pawnee County ,  Nebraska.

fJ Se" continuation sheet

Boundary J ustification
The boundary  inc ludes the ent i  re  town lo f  that
w i th  th  is  proper ty  .

h a s  b e e n  h i s t o r i c a l  l y  a s s o c i a t e d

f] See continuation sheet
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The fol lowing informat ion is the same for al l  Tab' le Rock photographs:

NAUE 0F PRoPERTY: Table Rock opera House
CITY, COUNTY, STATE: Table Rock, PaHnee, Nebraska
NeHBS SITE No.:  Pl{08-17
OHBIN S ITE  No . :  11 -29 -05
NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER: Christ ian H. Eh]ers

PH0T0 NUMBER: Table Rock l l
DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH (and NEGATIVE NUHBER): 11-29-86 (8611/5:26)
LOCATION OF ORIGINAL NEGATIVE: NebrasKa State HiStor ical  Society
DESCRIPTIoN 0F VIEW INDICATING DIRECTIoN 0F CAMERA: Exter ior v iew, looking
southwest at  the east ( f ront)  facade.

PH0T0 NUMBER: Table Rock $2
DATE 0F PHOTOGMPH (and NEGATIVE NUMBER): 11-29-86 (8611/6:2)

.  LOCATION -0F ORIGINAL NEGATIVE: '  Nebraska State Histor ical  Society
- DESCRIPTIoN 0F VIEv{ INDICATING DIRECTIoN 0F CAMEM: Inter ior v iew, lool{ ing west

at the stage.

PHOTO NUMBER: Table Rock 13
OATE OF PHOTOGRAPH (and NEGATIVE NUMBER)r 11-29-86 (8611/5:32)
LoCATION 0F ORIGINAL NEGATIVE: Nebraska State Histor ical  Society
DESCRIPTIoN 0F VIEI{  INDICATING DIRECTION 0F CAMERA: Inter ior v. iew, looking west
northwest at the stage area from the balcony.

PH0T0 NUMBER: Table Rock $4
OATE 0F PHOTOGRAPH (and NEGATIVE NUI. IBER): 11-29-86 (8611,/6:1)
LoCATION 0F ORIGINAL NEGATIVE: Nebraska State Histor ical  Society
DESCRIPTION 0F VIEyi  INDICATING DIRECTION 0F CAI. IERA: Inter ior v iew, looking east
at the auditorium area from the stage.
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View looking southwest at east (front) façade 

Photo by Christian H. Ehlers, 11-29-86 (NSHS 8611/5:26) 
 

 
View looking west at stage 

Photo by Christian H. Ehlers, 11-29-86 (NSHS 8611/5:33) 



 
View looking west southwest at stage area from balcony 

Photo by Christian H. Ehlers, 11-29-86 (NSHS 8611/5:30) 
 
 
 

 
View looking east at auditorium area from the stage 

Photo by Christian H. Ehlers, 11-29-86 (NSHS 8611/5:37) 
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