' class, Glemn Binder-and Dale Woods, co

e poéed of Ck H. Norris, director} S« T, Linn, modexator, and LW,

SCHOOLS

TABLE ROCK

The year 1966 marks the 114th year of an organized schoe

in the Table Rack commnity.

In 1937, the 75th year, two membei fﬁf the graduating
4 the following
history of the schoel: - o
The first scheal in Pawnee County'was taugh';ﬁy lydia
eriffing in 1856-57 in her own honme, which was ITEabin-‘It
was 1ecated threenquarters of a mile south of the~present town
gite. One of her pupils, Wm. As Griff1ng later assisted in
_buildlng the first sechool hcuse. :
| According to Mrs. Lydla Holmes of Kansas City, Kansas, who
is the oldest living pupil of a school in Table Rock and prqbgbly"
in southeast Nebraska, there were fifteen pupils who attandeﬁ'_
the school in the home of Mrs. Griffing. Subjects taught were' 
reading, spelling, arithmetiec, grammar, writing, and a literary.
soclety was sponsored. (Mrs. Hélmes ia a great-gregt aunt of
iiss Helen Ngrris, a graduate student of the high school,)
THE FIRST SCHOOL HOUSE |
The first erganized sdheol was built in 1862 under the
supervision of Petsr Foale and by wm. A, Griffing, a stone mason.
It was located Just east of what ig now the southeaat corner of
E the park. The building was constructed of stone and contalned
. but one room. It is said that it was the‘finest_school building
Qin southeastern Nebraska at thét time. It“ﬁas aiso used as 4 church._'

and for various public meetings. The first sehool board was come

Saﬁferd, treasurer. The Korrig family has been especially aetlve

"71_an the histery'of Table Rock. Just as C.H. Norris served on the

first Board of Education, sp_a grand-son, Mr, Zdgar Norris, now.:j7



holds & aimiiéfxtééition; The Ndfﬁi 1y have had dhi1dren-iﬁ

the Table R

the stone s#ﬁabifﬁ;
“fo od snd MR, M.H.
Marble,.ﬁho at the age of o8 is the eldea ﬁg resident ﬁf_Ta
Q.Rodk. | o :
' Ymen M. Marble came to Table Rock in 1:_

ere wéreé‘butﬁ

-seven houses. He began his teaching career~in Nebraaka at Table
S0 terms.
two yearse.

Rock schoals in 1870 and served_in-that po-ition

He also taught in districts 49..1' ””eéident of

the Board of Eduaation of his'5 1 farﬁn nGJGen years ‘and served

on the Table Ruck school be:f ' nty'fcur yaarsq"

| Special tribute was paid'to'Table:Reek'é oldeat resident
by the Senior Class for his many years of educational work. Mr. _1,‘
Marble was prevented from attending the exercises by inclemént |
weather, | |
Mr. Ollie Griffing, now past eighty, is the oldest living
pupil néﬁ residihg in Table Rock. Mr Griffing was iﬁtroducedrand
gpoke to the audience, telling of his school days, the méthd& of
teaching and condueting school, and giving advice to the grad»
uvating class. | | &
THE SECOND SCHOOL BUTHDING
The stone building was torn down in 1374 and was replaced
by & framﬁbuild:ng Which consisted of two rooms, one over the other
Thls building was abput 40 feet square and had a bell in the
eenter of‘the roof. The primary and intermediate grades were 1océ£éd
on the lower floor and the higher grades on the wecond floorf- ;igf
' In 1884 this building wes moved to & -place near the present M
site and an addition the . ‘same slze as the original was added makzng

the buildlng 40x80 feet. B




- | __,who were also present;;ﬁe 8.

'*rF}fclffk Irwin_laaawga-‘and'mrs. James B

. English Grammar, U.S. History, Ccivil Govornmen

Thd first graduating   onsisting of two members. wm.  §1

and Mary Little, graduata&' Mr. Frank Barton, whoaerhome

~is at Pawnee City, wasﬁ'”; ipal ia time. Furmer teadher o

adea, 1891-02-934 Mra

, 1895-98.

aught at this time were raphy, Reading, Pen~ -

manship, ng; Arithmetic, Botany, Eﬁjs_

ography, Geography,

Ghemistry, Physiology, Misic, Rhetoric, Algebra, metry, Natural

Philoseghy, Botany, Beneral History, English and Amariggn Literature
and Latin. | | |
The frame building, the gecond in Table Rock's schools, was

Vreplaced in 1902 by the. present brick building. Though the present '

building is thirty-five year "1t is in excellent condition
and thoroughi& modern in 1t§”equipment. An auditorium and gymnasium
was added in 1933+34 as a PWA praject.

There have been 490 graduataé from this institution since 1888
County Buperintendent Stratton spoke on the%ld and the new in
education, pointing out the changes in methods and themries.

| Dr. Ashley ILyman, ﬁow ﬁeéﬁ of the Fharmacy College of the
University of Nebraska, and a graduate of the Table Rock 3chonlu

in the Class of 1892, was present and spoke to the class and hzs

many old time frienda, reminisecing of his old scueol days and many
ehanges he fouhd in the town and community. H;ggadvxce to the

graduated was °THINK®,



In 1902, thé5§e”

class play as they ﬁeinow. The.same_glw

ad the first reg day
-instead oftsneak;Qay. Inc;dental&y,'thg- '

re Was 2 short

wéf‘tne play “M&cbetﬁ“,and'alsog

dramatizat. ecomical farce.

-Théquqior Class of 1908 comsisted sole

ﬁt;girls. It'wa
in this year that the first Junior-Senior Bangu ;
_Eer R@Eerts; vastor of the Methodist Churchs =

In 1916 football was introduced into the Table~Rock Pub11c School

.-«ﬂ,.

&g a schoel sport. And in 1924 the Table Rocgk & chool becama a member of ﬂ
the Nebraska High bchool Activities Associatlan, establishing basketball -
and track as schoal sports.~

In 1917 the first commerclal eour5ﬁwas taught. There were four
typswriters.g - o

The firsf'hié__

under the dzrection uf August Hagenuw
first place in the state in Class C.=f he - L1 1 €1
and in 1932 they took first in Class A. Also in 1951»52 they won the 3
firand Ghampionship. of:the State of Nebragks. | : f‘ '25




ol tuilding was $80

In 1888 £ﬁ§;va1uation of,tﬁe-

f@f the books %50;? j levied were 1f

ax in Pawnee

Table Roek has thé

*At*the present time the

§ at $50,000 an

Cat $3,000. |
The number of childeed 100, in 1886, ten
‘years later, the enrollment w e were 301 enrolled

16 enrolled with a

and a graduating class of 10, In
é graduating class of 17, . '-.
From these fignrea you:a_ ar'of enroliment is

‘ decreasing but'@he numher of'gradua

more pupils*'reégaing through the higher grades and that the schools

of today h&veaa greater holding power thah in the paqt.r




. puef » | "anchored" | Mre W,A.Conklin

“®Chiming Belils® F
Mr. Co Linn Mrﬂq

*True Greatness®

*Doctors and Dollies" Miss Rﬁn‘

“Zlogquence and Oratory" Clinton Cy No

Mrs. FanT-aylor. ‘

- "Wisdom_a@d Bhdarétanding” Miss Maggie C. é;gberry'
Iﬁstrumental Duet Mrs, W.A.Conklin
"Privolity Polka"  MRe Chas. Linn
"Han and His Posgibilities? George D. Sutton
Zolo - ' “Lenax“ - - Missolrage Talcolt
"Humen Progress® . i Bllia E@ ¥olfe
TI}‘i @ : y “‘éz.ueen o

.Mrsq W.ﬁqconklzn
ie :

maesistory

Address ta the Graduates Prof. Lawrence Fossler

_Awardlng of szlemas i o J o4 Comba
I Lcunty Supts,

Guariette | wrayly uaunch out- Barque“
"  Mre. WoA.Conklin
. o Mrse. F.H.Taylor
: WuA,Conklin
‘ Chas. Lian
Benedigtion ' . Rev. #. C. Allinson

- YEMBERS OF CLASS OF 1894

*:Ayis Dopp_i ; _ o _;3 {_ Ellis E. Rolfe _

  $§ggié'Engberr§ | .-:   Gec. D, Sutton | . ';;}%g
Rhinehardt Wessel . g. Q. Norris o |
T  ciass wotro

j:f:_ﬁgnars.wa;t_at tha Lﬁbqrs gate.
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ﬁot sinece flre

-tachled guch a wvrejeo

,@all schoonls, tTown or

-

| erumbiing structure s

“iabout the district's

'ﬁing,_”?'s:toual YLetmy

‘nni&nborlng Lewiuton‘

"Actually there
.fold pilace was in zuch
A B3310,000 bond
cently packed in well

The plant ﬂmcompams

and fouy classrcomgs

tenyrollment ot 179 hae

The sightly brl
dentally, the firet b

roam frame scwooi rep

t's in part becaus

Table ook studor

TABLE ROCK Bomzﬂ" W

thaere's

forced Burchard

t. Tt is believed the'first" would hold agsinst
rural.
itg are exelted that the faciiitg_rezlacing a

ix daecades old, and their parents gimilarly

financing. Zven with the 10 wmills for the build-
ia !

the towest of any hishsschool in il* conntys

'baasts

1, as well as PYawnee City's a z“*_e;nauer’éq

¥

i

m~3

waan't too much cholce ahout th uilding, the

bod shope,™ commented Supl. JoW.vWorkman.

the neyw strwelureeswhich re-

F

iseue hed Tinanced

I

over the Lown pédpulation {422) for its dedication.

» the formey gymasiuwm, itself z proud addition 30

I

©lyesrs »go and now converted to office sypace, a kitchen, dining zres

4 five-roon elementary w1ug is. completely new, along with two

ms and. a spacious gymhnasium-suditorium. A total
] a i‘..ly T dhuad

‘been accommodated sivee clasmes stuarted In the

ck structure is Table Rock's fourth school, inci-
eing built in 1862. Ywelve years later a two-

lacea thls s 11 utome bu1ld1ng, ahdfin 19658 omue

the predecessot of the pwasant BCHOUls




but records

the flrat ses were held just south of % 1856," noted Workman,

wknd I deubt thut that school beat ua in valu those classes were =

1n a 10& Ciﬁlﬂo

August 1966

ﬁ At this Writing there have been 912 graQUaLes of tqe |
Table Rock High~uchaol. Avis Dopp Tayloz, nearly n¢uety years : : !

of age,ls the . oldeat 1iving graduaie.

This year, high school enrollment Vlll be the largest in nany
yvears with the addition of seventeen studenta:from the Stelnauver

distriet, wnlch closed its h;gh uchool lzat spring. Bnrollment in

the high sdhool is expected to ‘be at least 69, compared to 45 last

falil. ThéraAmay be a siight increase in the elementiary grades also.

Joe Workman is the Superintendent of schools. : 1EM§}f
















- ’Laur-i'esq "ﬁ

awnee County Superintendents el vert Beeas i

AMI wwas born in the | next ‘time the comm.lssmnem met’ (J
nty 29 years previous. to assuming AT Hurd, Art Liebendorfer and:Chas.
ice, having -been - principal of the Wl parris) I attended the session with
rchard ‘schools- three. years preyi- request tc make the trade, and
. I was the last county superin- their permission. Thereafier the
dent who . wag,  made & candidate ity superintendent’s - officé had’
the office’ Yoy the conventxon sys- S 118 -of ‘the - lovely desk It may
1 A state-wide | primary syster || erinbe
de'termining ca,nd1dates for: coun- 10 d4m now, secretary of Km.fe a,nd
officé-went _ into, effect the. next Fork clubs, with my own offica at
w, L Was, ‘algo the last Morse and Fort Worth, Texas. Mrs, Avery was
By ‘county * Jsuperintendent. Manude Hare, Four of our five daugh-
drtve: the -« : Mttle white  terg are married—two to Texans, the |
| other two to republicans. They are |
: | scgttered from Texas to California. |
' “Durmg my - term 6f “office there|Mrs. Avery and I, with the ‘one chlek
was quite an .epidemic of basket sup-|in the nest? live at 1950 Hermphill, |
. ]ipers, T attendedr 18 fo 20 of these | Fort Worth, Texas.” .
Hese  two- da:tes “trom J. L. Ed- each winter & ras usually the auc-| Miss Lula Wolford, : 813 Grand JN
rds “Hlstor‘y of Pawnee County.”|[itioneer. The baskets provided by the | Ave., Glenwood Spnngs, Colo., has a
859-1864, cotmty board of school women and glI‘].S ~of . the districts|few fn:uts to her credit. . The first
amissioners.’ . were sold to the  highest bidders, |woman elected o te-office, the first
£64-83, cmmfy clerk a.ctinrg ' from 50 cents upward, $11 being thé |democrat elected fo.this office, the
866-67, G; W Cotiing (father of || most for which I ever sold a basket. !first county supermtendent. to be re- B
1 T, B St &f Pewmae Ciiw). || The money so raised was used by the- ﬂe«cted without opposrtmfl ‘ i
OB, mm& €5 i, |teachers to buy framed pictures forj . Office quarters were in two rooms
Chis data tfrﬂm Sta.’te Historical So- || their: school Tooms—mayhe & globe l’pver a store huilding across the street
Y- lor maps. Bome bought library books inorth of the old court house, as the
LSTO-?& Honn-M., Osborn ffather of | and other Items not generally pro-jcour{ House was too small to accom-
W: Osborn of Pawnee City). . vided for. . modate all county offices, During
rom W. B. H&SSleT’S “H1story of “We were feéponmbIe for one of Jher second term the new court house
waee CGURtY” ie the best collections of schoot photos|wes built, and during its construction
Tollowing data. swpp11ed by Miss § of any county in the state. My friend, § all county offices were housed in the
ry Clarkel . .. John Wilson, accompanied me on my 4 old academy building in the morth
1876-79, Wﬂh&m ‘Ballance (father |visits about the county and faade jpart of town. An office - also was
F. W. Ballance 6f Pawnee City). |photographs of - most of the . school| maintained at her residence.
-880-85, 0:'D, Howe. (father of E.: {buldings. These, mounted -on  3%5.5-"Tyyring Tne tirst year she depended
Howe of Table Rock). o l inch panels, were part of the schooI*|: on livery hire to visit schools, an
1886:89,” A" K. Gowdy.. | {eshinit at the state fair, and £OT || 014 white horse being the motive pow-
: ‘2 F A Barton (reswncd tOL ﬂmgg AUCCeYETE  YWesrm, mﬁz.ﬁg.{m, Ler, pOSSibly because he was consider-
o Fywen, Eiren pilnce 2or PEWTEE eomily. Hed safe for g lady driver. But the
. ‘ - wThere were & couple of meﬂm ﬁ rext year she acquired ancther first:

)urmg the past year, in "onnectmn
h her active mteresb as secretar

den{s of Pawnee county schools.,

{er_ewith is- .presented a list of
nty superintendents, . beginning
h Rezin'  Ball, grandfather of W:
P le of Pawnee <City, who was
ndent ‘in 1856, together with
m Beveral former superm—

- of: superintendents of pubhc
ool of Pawnee coiinty:’

Jov, 10, 1856, Rezini Ball elected.
vug, 3 1857 W B'; Fowler elect-

tests in which about 100 boys an@lqwme first woman to own -and operate
girls participated. The exhibits werk|l an automobils in the county. It was
shown in the court room of the oldH .,  J1edel T, hard to crank, dim
© ...  Qcounty court house, and were fore-ti of lights,' and hard to ' manage if}
' . rinners of 4-H clubs, popular later. lcau-gl:ut out in g rain.on dirt roads.
Eigle A Hammond, “When 1 assumed office, I used thell guoh assistance as was necessary
919-22, Bertita P, Kuhlmann, . same rooms Dr. Waddell had used.lwag provided in the office, Teachers
92’3«34 "Alberta Ballance. M During the second year we movedligere more plentiful than schools, and,
: W. 8trattdn. - - [Facross the hall to the front roomS, some times there was quitc a.scram-
‘ BRover the C. D. Robinson’ clothinginle  gor  positions. Salaries ranged
" etters of former Jstore (now Sawyer; Batclay & Co.). from $25 to $60 per month.
: ... W§The rooms were made attractive 2141 ipgyypee County Schools” was @
QW ell, Beatx"ice'. "7 "Jwere larger than the others. T Bad|.,ony,)y paper gotten out to teachers
v. office was never in the court fno permanent office help. Alice |01y poard moembers. Emphasis was
 but was in the building over | Meeker and Alberta Ballance each oy o t5 agriculture and home eco-
First National bank (now the | helped with office work at odd times, 4, ios by means of contests and ex-|
cafe) I published a‘' small “The county commdssioners had hibits at state and county fairs i
30l papey, which was sent to the | bought Johnny @ossin, the county a8-§ " meachors were always welcome in
: . and. .school - ofﬁcers, and gesgsor, a beautiful new roll top. desk, the office. Grou@ ma‘etings.wem— fre-)
called “The School Journal’ “He had a small office up on the third .y o wmimoge idiens Gt R
‘the (first eighth grade gradua-|fioor of the old court house. One day || mﬁmfsml wosk, Emd The Fin
exércises in Pawnee county and |I was visiting with Johnny in this lit- =est talent procureble was secured
Mareus L. Poteet of Lincoln was ‘|tle office of his. I said, ‘That’s ol gor meetings and institutes. A fime
aduates. I had no of- |beautiful desk’ He agreed and a.dded,g spirit of co-operation existed.
graded the teachers’ ex- ‘I seldom use it I said, tSome dark § “pegnite Pavmee county’s tradition-|
papers uf to. the last year night I may bring the oid one from al “no third term,” a nomination by
af&i*ca;« syhonstate law Te- |my office up here and take this new | petition waa ar:zpied, Tut, defented by
‘to Be graded in the state fone to mine” He replied, ‘If yoi 40§ s narrow margin. Before expiration
nident’s offige.” - it in daylight, T'll Help you-with the Rof her term, she had accepted an ap-
- Avery, Muskogee, Okla.: Lcounty commjssioners’ consent.’ The § pointment as assistant state superin-
¢ wwas'mot an unusual admin- tendent, and served there 11 years
aifointeresting - to ‘me--mayhe  under four administrations.
of some value to the schools of ‘
tunty. © Tag 122 teachers were
al mhd - co-cperative. 1 presume
o enn shitaren enrolled made av-




| Miss Elsie A, Hammond, now Mrs.
Flsie A. Anderson,. 1311 w, Ist St,
Lovetand, Colo.;. . #" 70 :

“fn thinking:over
18, withithe: Pawnee county schools,
I find: memories most pleasant.’
The First World war took most of
cur young mer,  Then we had to re-

with - whoemever we could - get.

They, had started an Inter-school ath-
letié: contest for rural schools, with
a final try out. af the county “geat.
l“This continued for several years.

l. “The war brought a definite pro-
'gram from the state in the way of’
'Tunior Red Cross, war loans, etc.
Lazrhich... teachers.. carried...onf,. some-
times with much originality. .

uft was during the difficult years|
of the war that one of the big pro-
jects” for educational adva.ncement
wag started. That was the conssli-|
dated schoo! at - Lewiston. DMany
1| irips were made and meetings held in
the school districts affected, even in
almost zero weather. Trips with
patrons were teken to other consoli-
dated schools to find out its advan-

1 ¢s and disadvantages, the courses
‘of study, the management, means of
ge»ttmg to. and frem school, and
‘everything that would be of help in,
meking decisions. And. all- nlon;,l ‘
the way consultation with the otf'fice‘
of the state department. Then came
the final vote, and plans for the beau- ‘
tiful building and splendid equlpment
[they have been using all the years
since. - - v

wTeachers’ wages refmamed low, i §
l265 to $75. Office help was paid by - §
the hour, and used on ‘n rush tlmes
as report malking’
‘ings, or the yeanly week of mst:tute.
New courses of study fended more

! and more fo-the work as we ‘Enow

it under the 4-H plan, crorwded in and
around the - standard course ‘'of the
three Rs.

“Manners and customs o‘ha.nffe bist
never the spirit of loyalty zmd en-
_thusiasm” . . .
 Mrs, Alberta Ballmce E
i It Has beon Interesting to me to
veminizce over the 12 years, 1923-35,
when T served. Friendships . were
formed which continue to be & joy.
No work is more Interesting than
work with pecple..



















