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BY THOMAS N. RUSSELL.
TH!: picture rocks of Table Rock

are silent witnesses that have kept,
through many hundreds of years, per-
housands of years, in besutiful
drawings and marveious sculpture.
chiseled and engraved by skilled arti-
sans, the thoughts and ideals heid be-
fore the youth of that far distant age.

tiger in the jungle. But with all his
knowledge and powers over his envir-
onment, he felt a need for a still higher
power. Vividly the evidence in stone
proves his admiration for and rever-
ence to & supreme being. A supreme
being, higher even than his rain god.

The picture rocks of Table Rock
are located on the Dr. Peter Van Fleet
farm a half mile east of the lower part
lage. To visit them and to at-
tempt to understand the queer hierogly-
phics is a treat. They are reached by
leaving No. 4 highway on the east side
of the Nemaha river just across from
the Burlington pump station and fol-
lowing the river upwards a few rods
into the woods and =p to the sandstone
elift.

1
Table Rock first was laid out in

according
to F. H. Taylor, editor of the Table
Rock Argus, named their town after
one of the balancing rocks found on the
hillside. Rock burs from the combina-
tiom grist and saw mill may be seen yet
at the foot of the bluff on the Nemaha

and laid out & new townsite near the lo-
cation of the present town. The two
sites became rivals in the first election
for a county seat for Pawnee county.
As is the usual story of such cases,
Table Rock became & community divided
against itself and Pawnee City won the
coveted position.

Soon after coming to Table Rock
in 1930, while hunting a natural park
as & playground for the young foiks,
1 was told about “a cave” Investiga-
tion and succeding events led to my dis-
covery that these rocks had been de-
signed. The sharper markings of the
outlines offered by photographs con-
firmed my discovery.

When the opportunity offered it-
self, T made a trip to New Mexico with
a visit to the cliff dwellers of Phye in
the northern part of the state. We alsc
saw the corn dance at two pueblos
Taos and Espanola.

At Puye, the guide, Chief Tomo,
pointed out what he called the picture
of the rain god. in whose honor they

had found where his ancestors, or their
relatives, had trained one generation of
boys after another for the chase and
for manhood. Each group would add to
the art of the preceding generations.
Revealed.

He explained the different parts
of my photograph. T had not discovered
that the picture of the rain god is sur-
rounded by other stome pictures. Above

it, a turtle and a lizard are visible. Tw,
Indians are carved near the head and

monies, . a place for
the closing part of the initiation of
boys into manhood. ceremonial

Student of These
QOdd Carvings eNear Table
QRock Sees Sociological Phase
of Prehistoric Dwellers

In His Study." of Stone

shape of the rock, a large frog, a tur-

tle, a Rocky Mountain bighorn, and

¥ other animals. At a convenient

distance is & seat, an elephant’s ear for
the chief observer.

Only a few feet from the rain god

is & much disfigured mass that is the

head” others the table rock, and &
third group, the toad stool.

Near the sphinx is a highly deco-
rated stone that has all the appear-
ance of & kneeling camel. Near it is
a large ape with a fish in his hand. A
short distance below, on the hillside,
is a stone 10 feet 10 inches
feet tall. This stone, while rather defi
nitely outlined, bears different aspects
from varying viewpoints, and has been
d-a—med as a buffalo, an elephant and
a came!

s—:su-e-!iun.
Because the park is a natural park,
some of the pictured stomes are hid-
den by low growing bushes. Not so
long ago, when some of the brush was
cleared away, a manlike ape, rather a
common creature in some parts of the
world, but less numerous in Nebraska,
‘was revealed in the stone, as well as an
elephant. Near this stone is the top of
what we show as the Table Rock. but

on that. “No,” he said, “Our only way

%0 express our ideas of & supreme God |

is in t of a good, big man. Heis
above all others. That is the supreme
God.”

“Lover's Draw™ Nearby.

Not so distant from this figure of
the supreme God is Lover's draw, lined
on either side by picture rocks. One
forms a bath tub for birds, because it
hu a -all :hudd basin. Chief Tm

he related it, for catching holy water
—rain water that had not touched the
ground. We, in less picturesque fash-
ion, had been calling it turtle back
wash basin. A study of the rock or of
the pictare will show either name to be
saitable. Near the sun burst is a stone
that appears to be two animals, & big
dog and a cat of some sort, probably &
tiger.

T can't go into details and describe
each of the many rocks found here. In
order o appreciate the art displayed
here, it is necessary to study the Tocks
at different hours of the day. The ever-
changing

| be is belleved to have ﬂm-a. Pour

hundred years ogust, 1841

the Spanish marched buk o thetr

sunny skies, having been brought em
onless

though they bring no actual tales with
them.

Pueblos Built
The Pueblo Indians, & name first
used by the Spaniards, and later
adopted by the Americans, designated

the semi-ivilized agricultural Indians | the

of the ‘dobe or stone-built communal
houses of the southwest. Their homes
rose half a dozen and more stories
from the ground.

How long they had formed a race
to carry on their own pursuits goes
back far beyond history. A priest first
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are the achievements of sculptors and
artists whose descendants or relatives
or both live in the pueblos of New
Mexico and are scattered elsewhere, a8
in Oklshoma. A day spent wa

the corn dance. pe 1o please
rain god who will send enough rain.
fora bountitul cor crop

f

tinet, sculptors of rare skil
hunter'’s instinct, and with

fervor, once lived in this part of Ne-
braska, or lived here and followed the
chase.

dence of that ancient civilization. Their
modern relatives hold the traditions
that will, or would, if g0
rebuilding of the anci
customs.

However the study
all by one man. E.
versity has indicated a cum 0 see

s not to be

Gon, now that the rocks are more e%-
posed is interested in having anthro=
pologists visit the park.
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