GENERAL HISTORICAL REPORT OF THE TABLE ROCK MISSION
From March 5th, 1881 to May 1, 1888.
By Rev. A.C. Rausch

When the Rt. Rev. Jos O'connor D.D. Vic. Apost of Nebraska
appointed me pastor of Pawnee County March 5, 1881 there was in
all my missions only one church, that at Table Rock, and that was
indebted to the amount of $143.54. I went from house to house,
sometimes on foot to collect money to pay this debt. The result
of this collection not being sufficient to pay this the practical
members of the congregation were asked to pay 50 cents or 25

cents each every month for the church debt. On Sept. 27, 1883
the last balance was paid off.

Deeds. I found there a deed from Gillet for Lot 1 Block 40
deeded to Rt. Rev. Jos. O'Connor and another Deed for Lot II
Block 40 "to the members of the Catholic Church of Table Rock."
I got these two Deeds recorded.

There is a graveyard deeded by Jno. Reuter to the members of the
Catholic congregation at Table Rock. This deed was recorded and
always held by Mr. Peter Miller.

There was and still is a graveyard for the Bohemians held by a
Bohemian Society. I never saw the Deed for it. On this
graveyard Bohemians are buried without regard to their religion.

Thus only Lot 1 Block 40 where the church stands is deeded to the
Bishop of the Diocese.

Present Church Debt. When the o0ld church debt was paid off the
church was not plastered nor ceiled yet. I did not think it
advisable to do anything about it until I should know where the
money for it should come from. But Pete Miller bought the lumber
to have the church ceiled without my knowledge. The building was
ceiled inside, painted outside and a chimney built. The balance
of the church money which I had on hand was paid over to Pet.
Miller, this done I let Pet. Miller do the best he can about the
church debt made by him without my knowledge. He also had the
church insured and a sidewalk made, for which he collected all
the necessary money excepting $1.75. The expense for ceiling the
church is $90. Toward this Pet. Miller paid $47 and Jos. Reuter
$43.00 which amounts they expect to get back, if it can be
collected from the other members of the congregation.

Church Furniture. On March 5, 1881 there were 6 brass
candlesticks, 6 Bouquets and vases, 1 Altar picture (St. John
Bapt.) in the southeast corner of the church. There was a
curtain drawn from wall to wall to be used as Confessional. One
chair was there. Above the Confessional there was an old clock
case with a wooden figure representing the Blessed Virgin.
Because it was not considered good enough somebody took it down.
The clock case is there still, also this wooden statue is still



there in the wooden box, but the curious dressings of the statue

was taken off. Besides this there were two benches and an old
stove in the church.

I got lumber for $5.00 and made 10 single benches myself. They
are my donation. There were the following articles bought for
the Altar: Altar cloths, a chalice and case, collection box,
Altar cards (framed), small Crucifix, Missale Romanum, Alb,
Cincture, Amice, 1 set Vestments, Altar Stone, Lace for the Altar
and there is on hand for the Altar Society now $8.48. Two
pictures were put above the office in 1885 by Jno. Duffek who
received payment for them from a Bohemian woman.

Residence. When I was appointed to Pawnee Co. I had no
residence. At first I boarded with the family of Mr. Ed Ryan for
about six weeks, then with Mr. Pet Charton, a farmer 3 1/2 miles
N.E. from Table Rock about 3 months, then with Mr. Pet. Hof fmann,
a farmer close to Table Rock. In the fall of 1881 I went to
board with Rev. Jos. McNally at Tecumseh according to the

directions of Rt. Rev. Jos. O'Connor. In spring 1882 I moved to
Wymore . :

Attendance. Table Rock had Mass on an average once a month on
Sunday.

On May 4th 1884 the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Omaha administered the
Sacrament of Confirmation to 24 persons.

Number of Families. As far as I could find out by visiting the
families in 1881 there were about 100 of them. The record of
Oct. 1, 1887 contains 69 families. By far the greater portion of
these are Bohemians, who for some reason unknown to me did not
(and do not now) come to Mass. Of all the Bohemians of Table
Rock Mission I think that three families could be classed as
practical Catholics. Besides these there are one English and
seven German families now attending Mass.



